THE METHODIST CHURCH

ANTIGUA CIRCUIT
The love of Christ constrains us

“That the earth may be filled with the glory of God
Call to Righteousness, Justice and Peace

’WW“' A

Issue 02

MARCH

CIRCUIT NEWSLETTER

2012

With news, views and other pertinent information for Methodists in Antigua and beyond

ASH WEDNESDAY:
THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE PENITENTIAL SEASON

WHAT LESSONS CAN WE LEARN FROM _v..
I i | JESUS AND THE TWO THEIVES l i l
The life of Jesus was a mission of love and His death was
no exception. The crucifixion of Jesus upon the cross at
Calvary is a lesson in living.

In Luke one of His co-accused was annoying against Him.

Luke 23: 39-41 says, "One of the criminals who hung there
hurled insults at him: 'Aren't you the Christ? Save yourself

and us!' But the other criminal rebuked him. 'Don't you fear
God,' he said, 'since you are under the same

sentence? We are punished justly, for we are getting what
our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.

Jesus was suffering in a way that we cannot begin to grasp
or even partially understand, so too was this criminal. He
was never to come down from that cross alive, and yet he
saw, or sensed something in Jesus that moved him in such
a way that it became the road to his salvation. If ever there
was a soul hovering on the brink of Hell it was this criminal,
a virtual nobody hanging beside Him, the Son of God. In a
heartbeat, he voiced what his intuition had detected; that
Jesus was indeed the Son of God! Then he said, 'Jesus,
remember me when you come into your kingdom™ (Luke:
23:42).

What Jesus did next was a wonderful example of under-
standing, acceptance, love, and compassion all wrapped
up in one conclusive act. Without hesitation Jesus
responded to his plea for mercy: "Jesus answered him, 'l
tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise
(Luke:23:43). We can learn from one of the two who were
crucified next to Jesus that it is never too late to repent and
ask the Lord to accept us. Jesus cleansed this man from
his sins, received him graciously, and justified him

unconditionally. He conferred upon a sinner the gift of
> eternal life.

But what of the other offender! We have learned that we
can be saved, even at the very hour of our death, and yet
this is not the reality for all. It comes down to a matter of
faith. It is never too late to repent, and to announce your
faith in Jesus!
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ON PRAYER %2
No Christian is greater than his/her prayer life. As Chris-
tians, prayer is one of the greatest contributions we can
all make to advance the Kingdom of Christ — Michael
Bronson

| Do you know someone who needs a special prayer?

COMING UP

Children’s Commission Junior Achievement Day

Saturday March 24, 2012
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SCRIPTURE FOCUS
It is no longer I who live but Christ who lives in me. Galatians: 2:20
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C RSTOR PASTORAL LETTER [ /PASTOR

Friends in Christ,
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Like Apostle Paul in Romans 1: 16,” For I am not ashamed of the gospel; it is the power of
God for salvation to everyone who has faith, to the Jew first and also to the Greek”.

This implies that to preach the gospel of Christ is an obligation for all. First of all, in commu-
nication theory a message that is primarily focused for response is called a speech for persua-
sion. These steps may help

communicators become more effective in preaching and testifying. So, brothers and sisters, it
is an appropriate and effective approach to invitational preaching and lay witnessing.

May God grant guidance to those who are already serving in our Church in their capacities and
inspire those who are still uncertain or reluctant to respond.

Blessings
Jean Rony Seraphin

Bro. Jean Rony Seraphin.
Minister in Training

APPOINTMENT OF CIRCUIT STEWARD

Each year in March Circuit Stewards are appointed. All nominations
must be submitted in writing to the Superintendent Minister seven (7)
days before the Circuit Council Meeting scheduled for
Sunday April 29, 2012.

We place on record the outstanding contribution that Bro. Clare Browne
has made over the last five years. We give God thanks and pray God’s
richest blessings for him and his family.

See pg 136-137 of the Constitution for regulations
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PASTORAL LETTER TO THE CONGREGATIONS

The Methodist Church in the Caribbean and the Americas
Leeward Islands District Conference

Jan 25,2012
Dear Brothers & Sisters,

Greetings from the 206th Leeward Islands District Conference meeting in the beautifully transformed Emerald
Isle of Montserrat where we have been warmly welcomed and generously hosted.

The theme of the Conference and for the ensuing year, “That the earth may be filled with the glory of God: “A
Call to Righteousness. Justice and Peace,” gave focus and direction to the Conference.

The Conference Welcome service was held on 17th January at the St. Patrick Roman Catholic Church which
was packed to capacity. Among the dignitaries were His Excellency, the Governor Mr. Adrian Davis and Mrs.
Sujue Davis, and the Premier of Montserrat, the Hon. Mr. Reuben Meade and his wife, Rev. Dr. Joan Delsol
Meade.

The District president, Rev. Franklyn Manners in his sermon to the Conference, challenged the church to
become more sensitive to the injustices created by many of the social ills in our respective communities;
social ills such as drug-trafficking, human trafficking, corruption in both the public and private offices, abuse
of women and children, among others.

An impressive flag-raising ceremony marked the opening of the Conference and featured the various national
flags and anthems/songs of the several territories represented in our District.

In his address to the representative Session of Conference, the President used as his focus, the message to the
Church at Sardis as recorded in Revelation 3:1. he therefore charged the delegates to re-examine their individ-
ual call to Christ, and their commitment to the ministry of the church.

Instead of the customary Youth Demonstration, the Montserrat Council presented an intergenerational
production entitled, “Learning is Change,” at the Montserrat Cultural Centre. The play focused on some of the
challenges experienced as it transitioned to the future and highlighted the need for the church to embrace
change. The production was well received by all who attended.

The conference was pleased to examine four candidates for the Local Presbytery and to recommend them to
the Connexional Conference for training. Three probationers and two Ministers in Training from Haiti, doing a
pre collegiate year in the District, were also advanced one year in their training. We continue to encourage
persons to be perceptive and responsive to the call of god upon their lives for the full time ministry of the
Church.

From the Ministerial Retreat, we are urged to pay more attention to matters of protocol at all levels of our
church. In addition, we were reminded to embrace ethical practices in our personal and religious lives in order
to foster better relationships and be true representatives of Christ.

The Conference was led in three presentations by the Rev. Dr. Wycherley Gumbs which centered on
“Reclaiming our Heritage.” He reminded us of the very important fact, that we are a Caribbean Church and
our roots are firmly planted on the Gilbert Estate in Antigua. Because of this, we must value our heritage and
have a vision for the future.
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When the membership statistics were presented this year, we reflected on the decline of members throughout
the District. It is hoped that circuit would take seriously the recommendations that have come out of the
Caribbean Evangelism Seminar held in the Jamaica District in November of last year where the emphasis was
placed on making evangelism as the focal point of the Church.

The District continues to be encouraged by the sterling contribution of our women’s ministries under the broad
umbrella of the MCCA Women. However, we note the concern that many of our female numbers have not
embraced the concept and function of the MCCA Women.

We are happy to note the serious commitment of our youth leaders to the nurturing of our children and youth
as is evidenced through activities such as the MCCA Youth Encuentro, the various regional youth seminars,
and work at the local levels. We wish to offer support and encouragement toward growing many of our church
schools and our uniformed organizations.

We note the availability of materials for the church school curriculum and encourage our circuits to maximize
opportunities for the involvement of all of our children in our church schools.

We continue to encourage the work of our men throughout the District and are pleased to see the realization of
the uniform, (black blazers) for the MCCA Men.

Despite the very challenging economic climate in which we live and operate, we are grateful for the
commitment and dedication of our members in meeting the financial obligations of our church. It is a reminder
to all of us of our stewardship responsibility in wise fiscal management of our resources and the need to place
God first in our lives.

In this regard, we register our sincere and profound gratitude to God for the faithful and dedicated service of
our outgoing District Treasurer, Mrs. Muriel “Peggy” Smith, who is slated to become our next Connexional
Conference Vice President. In the same vein, thanks and appreciation are expressed to the Rev. Patmore Henry
who has been nominated to the position f Secretary of the Connexional Conference.

We are also pleased to appoint the following: Rev. Dr. Joan Delsol Meade, Secretary of the District and Sis.
Adosha Francis, District Treasurer. We offer congratulations to Rev. Franklyn manners on being re-elected as
President of the District for the third triennium. We offer to them our prayerful support.

In closing, we commend all of you to the grace of god, and remind you of the importance of embracing and
fulfilling in our lives, the District’s theme, “That the earth may be filled with the glory of God: A call to
righteousness, Peace and Justice.”

Yours in Christ,

Rev. Franklyn E Manners Rev. Patmore C Henry
District President Secretary of the Conference

e

CHURCH SCHOOL TEACHERS

A p
feacher Teacher

All Teachers are invited to the seminar on Sunday, June 3, 2012

J
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WHAT IS THE STATE OF THE WORK OF GOD IN THIS DISTRICT?

(a) Mission, Evangelism and Church Growth

As we reflect on the state of the work of God as a District we are again disturbed by the continued trend in the
decline of membership. While migration has accounted for some of this downward trend, lapse in membership, and
persons leaving to go elsewhere have contributed to the greater part of our loss of membership. To address this
downward trend, we are called upon at all levels — the home, groups among children, youth, young adults, women
and men, and our Bible Study and Prayer Groups, to concentrate on building ourselves up spiritually through the
study of the Word and becoming more mature in the faith.

We recognize there are weaknesses in this area of our work, so with the knowledge and insight gained during the
Missions Seminar in Jamaica, we are now positioned and soon will be better equipped to act on the authority and
mandate given to us — by Jesus Christ — “to go into all the nations”, and by John Wesley — “to spread Scriptural
Holiness”, through the passionate sharing of our faith with persons who have not yet committed their lives to
Christ. We must therefor engage in all possible means of spreading the Gospel, through our personal witness,
music, dance, friendship, caring, and love among others. We must not miss out on the opportunity to tell others that
Jesus loves them and came to save them from sin and to give them a better way of life.

As we share Christ with persons we must not neglect the needs of those who suffer around us from poverty, filled
with malice, embroiled in violent activity and greed or engender the spirit of injustice. We must also watch out for
those who prey on the helpless and vulnerable, children, women, the elderly, and those who are in need. We must
also be open and attentive to helping those who are in bondage to alcohol and drugs and other forms of evil, and
persons with mental disorders. Yes, we must help, and be vigilant in serving the present age, our calling to fulfil.

In light of our mandate to fulfil our mission as a Church, we will focus on Education and Evangelism, confident
that God will lead and direct us for the next three years and beyond.

(b) Christian Education

The various groups and organisations within the church continue to meet, and Circuits must make every effort to
ensure that through their programmes, these groups intentionally foster the spiritual nurture of their members.
Where their role as agencies of Christian Education is highlighted, these arms of the church can serve as effective
recruitment agencies.

The membership of uniformed organisations is on the increase and plans are in process to ensure that this trend
continues. Circuits must, however, give urgent attention to the selection of leaders for training so as to make good
use of this opportunity.

While women’s ministries continue to serve the church in many areas, efforts must be made at renewing approaches
to these ministries so that stagnation does not occur.

The organisation and visibility of work among men continues to be a cause for concern and Circuits must accelerate
efforts at developing men’s ministries that signal the general involvement of laymen in the life and witness of the
church.

There remains the need for the development of Church Schools in all Circuits. This relates both to the need to train
and retain teachers, as well as the implementation of new recruitment strategies for scholars. With some curriculum
material available from the MCCA, there is now a standardised syllabus to guide preparation for the 2013 Church
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School Examination. In an environment which is becoming increasingly conscious of the need for
certification in varied areas, this affords some opportunity to attract and to motivate scholars.

If taken seriously, through renewing the membership of various organisations, these approaches have the potential for
renewal of the church as a whole and improvement in its readiness to be used for the mission of God in today’s world.

(¢) General Education
The following initiatives are being encouraged to assist circuits in compiling their reports.

e Congregations/Circuits are being encouraged to give due consideration to afterschool classes where they do not
exist. This is not necessarily only for the schools or by the schools but could be done at churches or church halls. In
such cases the classes could be for all children regardless of the school they attend or the church/denominations to
which they belong.

This is one way for the Church to be further involved in Education in a unique way. In these classes, children can
be assisted with their homework and or with extra lessons which would improve their performances in their regular
day schools. They may also be geared towards continuing education.

e Circuits are being encouraged to develop more meaningful forms of ministry through chaplaincies to the Church’s
own institutions, for example, chaplaincy teams may be established to offer care and counselling to children and
teachers on a group or personal level.

Schools/Circuits are further encouraged to introduce Moral and Religious Education in their school’s curriculum,
using the Methodist Agogic Centre’s (MAC) model. Where Religious Education is not permissible according to
Government policy, the focus should be on Moral Education.

A further word of encouragement is being made for the Methodist Schools to be included in corporate worship in the
various congregations at least once per quarter or when possible within individual Circuits.

There is need for a greater level of awareness and involvement by the Methodist Community in the life of the
schools and for the said Community to begin to feel a greater sense of ownership by its members.

e An effort is being made to improve the work and effectiveness of the General Education Department. The
committee is seeking to achieve this by making yet another appeal to Schools/Circuits to submit their reports to the
General Secretary well in advance of the start of the District Council/Conference.

(d) Resources and Development
In the midst of the global economic downturn the District has had modest financial success. Most of the Circuits that
were indebted to the District were able to pay off their debts and meet their other obligations. Those Circuits that
remained indebted to the District at the end of the year under review have pledged to reduce their indebtedness
during the year.

The report of the Wesleyan Corporation reflected some growth amidst the prevailing economic climate. Low interest
rates and projected losses on a bond investment in St. Kitts will impact the Corporation's revenue. Additionally,
some Circuits did not pay their insurance premiums. It was emphasized that when Circuits default on their payments
their property remains uninsured.

Circuits are commended for their fiscal responsibility and stewardship. However, there is concern that in the case of
the St. Martin Circuit, the newest in the District, and the Guadeloupe Mission, no audit of the accounts for the year
under review was done. A mechanism has been put in place to have these accounts audited by early April 2012.

The development of land in the District is a matter that continues to receive attention. A strategic development plan
was presented at the Conference as a model that can be used throughout the District. Circuits are urged to consider
this plan and work towards its implementation.
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RECOMMENDATIONS FROM DISTRICT CONFERENCE 2012

NOTE: Presented below are basic recommendations. The intention is that further information will be pro-
vided and more detailed discussions take place in the respective commissions/committee.

RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT

What is the report of the Investment Sub-Committee?

Recommendation

Conference notes, with satisfaction, the improvement with the paying of assessments and urges all Circuits to continue to
pay assessments in a timely manner.

All Circuits made an effort to pay their outstanding balances except the St. Martin and Antigua Circuits. It is incumbent
upon the ministers in the circuits to make every effort to pay at least the amount deducted from their monthly checks

Antigua and St. Martin Circuits Stewards must submit a copy of the District Treasurer’s account ledger by Feb 28 2012.
The Ledger for the Antigua Circuit was received during the Conference.

It is further recommended that Circuits endeavor where possible to make partial or full payment of their assessment at
the beginning of the Church year. Circuits should endeavor to pay the Missions percentage by the end of September fol-
lowing missions.

MISSION & EVANGELISM

CHRISTIAN SOCIAL WITNESS:

Recommendations

e That Circuits discuss the District theme “That the earth will be filled with the Glory of God — a call to
“Righteousness, Justice and Peace”, with a view to implementing measures to effect positive change as it relates to:
crime and violence, value of human life among others.

e Circuits, to partner with other social agencies as they seek to implement the above.

CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP

Recommendations

1. That Circuits decide on an appropriate period to do deliberate and intentional work to encourage and strengthen
members on the biblical principle of stewardship, which should include tithing, free will and proportionate giving in
the context of worship, Bible Study and any other contexts deemed suitable.

2. Churches should ensure that the music and dances be liturgical.

Liturgical dance group ministries should be encouraged.

4. Provision be made for continued teaching on tithing and other forms of giving.

98]

HOME AND FAMILY LIFE

2011 Recommendations (repeated):

Circuits are encouraged to:

e Organize Family/Friendship Sundays, as often as possible, in order to promote the Church’s ministry to family and
individuals who are not regular attendees.

e Strengthen families through support ministries — (for example, couples ministries, single parents ministries, etc.)

2012 Recommendation

e Provide opportunities for members to meet and interact, and to develop an awareness of the needs of singles, cou-
ples, parents etc.

e Organize seminars/workshops with other social and faith-based agencies pertaining to the social issues.

e Use Family Month to heighten awareness of the various social issues

e Inresponse to family needs develop mediation services
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MISSION & EVANGELISM

FAITH AND ORDER
Recommendation:
e Encourage the use of instructions on Page 98 of the prayer book, as a way of imparting the doctrines of the Church

PREACHERS’ AFFAIRS

Recommendations

1. We recommend that Circuits continue their efforts in issuing the Call, for New Preachers to come on stream and to
prepare themselves for the Lay as well as the ordained ministries of the Church. (Repeat)

2.  We recommend that Circuits hold regular Ministry Formation Seminars, to stimulate and encourage persons to offer
for the Christian Ministry. (Repeat)

3. In view that Ministers for the Local Presbyterate are prepared in the Circuits/Districts (they do not go to college -
UTCWI), we recommend that circuits exercise due care in the preparation of Lay Preachers, and ensure that they cover
in depth the areas assigned for their concentration.

4. We recommend that Brother Agustus Colaire of the Dominica Circuit be granted the exemption from the written
exam for Worship and Preaching, due to ill health, and that provision be made for him to do the oral examination.

ECUMENICAL RELATIONS

Recommendations

o That the Churches be encouraged to play an important role of educating the public on issues of living and working
together regardless of creed or colour.

e The Committee recommends that Circuits be more intentional in reporting their data which can be measured against
past performance whereby showing levels of growth and identifying areas of concern

CARIBBEAN REGIONAL EVANGELISM SEMINAR

Recommendations

e That Evangelism be held in each circuit

e In the case of the Circuit & Mission that was not represented the following approach will be used for the Seminar:
St. Maarten will collaborate with St. Eustatius, Curacao with Holland, Nevis with St. Kitts and St Martin with Gua-
deloupe.

e That the M & E Connexional Secretary will communicate the decisions of the Seminar to District Presidents and M
& E Secretaries within 48 hours.

e That the vision be circulated through all media, including electronic media such as Facebook, text messaging and

websites.

That the vision document is placed on the Pastoral and Representative agendas at District Conferences 2012.

That each District submits its action plan to the Connexional Conference by May 2012.

That each District and circuit plans its own Mission Seminars by 2013.

That each district will establish new missions and congregations, and seek to increase its membership by 50% by

2016.

DISASTER PREPAREDNESS TRAINING SEMINAR
Recommendations
Upon clarification of the following concerns:

o The difference between disaster preparedness nationally and that of UMCOR?

e  Whether it is possible for persons to fund their way, therefore increasing number of participants?

o In light of this the Leeward Islands District Conference in its representative session recommends that six persons
from within our District represent us at the seminar
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

MINISTRY AMONG CHILDREN

Recommendations

1. That Guadeloupe be granted permission to explore and establish a relationship with the Evangelical
Methodist Church in France subject to careful monitoring and review of materials by the Superintendent
in order to ensure that said materials reflect the theology and doctrines of the MCCA.

2. Encourage children to become part of a Children’s Choir and other music ministries in their churches.

YOUTH MINISTRY
Recommendation:
1. Given the increased crime and violence in our territories, we recommend that each circuit establish a
mentorship programme.
In light of the present economic challenges, we recommend that circuits have individual camps.
That the sub-secretary prepares an order of service for MCCA Youth and Young Adults Lords Day
That DYLTS continue to be held every two years
The following persons be resident at DYLTS July 2013 in Antigua

Rev. Myrna Lake

Rev. Brian Seymour

Rev. Nichola Barrett-Glasgow

Sis Margrie Liburd

Nk W

YOUNG ADULTS
Recommendations

1. That each circuit identify a week that is designated Young Adults Week.
The following Ministers are being recommended to be resident at the upcoming Young Adults Gathering
in Dominica:

e Rev. Myrna Lake

¢ Rev. Helen Mallalieu-Maurose

¢ Rev. Dr.J Evans Dodds

CHURCH SCHOOL MINISTRY
Recommendations

1. That Circuits be intentional in nurturing the children of the Cradle Roll, and in building relationships
with their parents and god-parents so as to facilitate the transfer of children from the Cradle Roll to the
Sunday School.

2. That Circuits deliver the required training to Sunday School teachers to ensure the creative use of the
“Growing in Fullness” series as a guide for the effective delivery of the Curriculum.

Circuits are reminded of the availability of a District Training Team to assist with the training of teachers
where such assistance is needed. This team comprises Mr. Clinton Spring, Rev. Dr. Joan Delsol Meade, and
one resource person named by and resident in the Circuit. Travel costs for the two persons named will be
borne by the District.

3. Circuits inform teachers and prospective teachers concerning the MCCA Church School Teachers’ Di-
ploma.
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WOMEN’S MINISTRY

Recommendations

e To encourage more group exchange among the Circuits
e To sensitize women of the WFM&UCW (World Federation of Methodist and uniting Church Women) Mil-

lennium Development goals:
1. Care of the elderly

2. Reduce Child mortality- Hope for the Children
3. Liturgy - Hope for Women through meaningful liturgy — Worship
4. Combat HIV/ AIDS, malaria and other diseases

e To plan workshops/seminars on human trafficking and other social ills
e To plan seminars to help women and young people make more informed decisions about their life style and

sexuality

e That circuits send at least 4 women to the District Seminar in St Eustatius.
e That the District sponsors two women to the North America Area Seminar.

COMMUNICATION, INFORMATION & LITERATURE?

Recommendations

It is recommended that:

e Circuits encourage writers to produce materials for use in worship bulletins; pictures taken locally of building
church activities and others may be used to contextualize bulletins.

e Position Papers on various social issues be made available for the edification of members. Circuits can en-
courage dialogue through its various ministries such as Christian Education groups and organisations.

THE CLASS MEETING
Recommendation:

It is recommended that:

¢ Every Circuit hold seminars aimed at enhancing the Class Meeting through innovative and creative, modern
methods. (The Committee has begun the discussion and offers a handout as an initiative to the renewal of the

approach to the class system.)

LIST OF STATIONS OF MINISTERS 2012-2013

ANTIGUA

Rev. A. Carlwin Greenaway, Gesner Louis Charles, An-
drine Jennifer Joseph; Supernumerary- Rev. M. Peterson
Joseph

One Presbyter to be sent

DOMINICA
Rev. Dr. Novelle C. Josiah, Telford Matthew;
Supernumerary: Rev. Dr. William W. Watty

MONTSERRAT

Rev. Dr. Joan Delsol Meade; Local Presbyter:

Rev. Florence E. Daley

Supernumerary Local Presbyter: Rev. M. Roselind
Morgan

ST. KITTS

Rev. Dr. Wycherley Gumbs, Alberic Rohan, Joyce Rohan,
Janetta James; Supernumerary- Rev. James C. Richardson,
Barbara Lake

NEVIS
Rev. A. Dennis Baptiste. Careen White- Richardson; Su-
pernumerary: Rev. Harold A. Gill

ST. EUSTATIUS
Rev. E. Brian Seymour

ANGUILLA

Rev. E. Dunstan Richardson, Rose Marie Julius;

Local Presbyter- Rev. Candice Niles;

Supernumerary: Rev. John A. Gumbs, Franklin A. Rob-
erts. Cecil O. A. Weeks, Dr. S. Wilfred Hodge. Joseph R.
Lloyd, Dr. H. Clifton Niles

BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS

Rev. Charles A. Seaton, Yvonne Nibs- Flores, Helen Mala-
lieu Maurose, Jeanty Maurose; Supernumerary: Selwyn
L. Vanterpool, Edris Christopher- O’Neal; One presbyter
to be sent

continued on page 11
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ST. MAARTEN
Moreland Williams, Nichola Barrett- Glasgow;
Supernumeray: E. Lloyd Brissett

ST. THOMAS/ST. JOHN

Rev. Franklyn Manners, Bonny Byron; Local
Presbyter: Rev. Merle Malone;

One presbyter to be sent

ARUBA
Rev. Relis F. Martin- Riley

CURACAO
Rev. Myrna A. Lake

ST. CROIX
Rev. Jefferson C. Niles; Local Presbyter: Rev.
Gilbert Laban; Supernumerary: Rev. Jennings
G. E. Martin

HOLLAND

Re. Keith B. Lewis; Local Presbyter: Rev. David D.
Quinteros

ST. MARTIN

Rev. Tyrone S. N. Hunkins

QUADELOUPE MISSION
Rev. Franklyn E. Manners, Vincia Celestine

NOTES

e Rev. Dr. J Evans Dodds, (UMC)
Supernumerary residing in the
Dominica Circuit

e Rev. Neville A. Brodie, Supernumerary
residing in the USA

e Rev. Dr. Milton Davis, (UMC)
Supernumareary residing in the USA

¢ Rev. Lindsey Richardson residing in the
Anguilla Circuit, o
serving an external organization

e Rev. Arlene t. Bruse-Williams, Married
minister exempt from travel

DISPENSATION FOR THE ADMINISTRATION OF
) THE LORD’S SUPPER
Bro. Ulric Matthew: For: 58 Against2 Neutral 2 (granted)
Sis. Angella Joseph: For 37 against 30, Neutral 13 (not granted)

DISTRICT CONFERENCE 2013

St. Maarten/St. Martin Circuits

Ministerial Retreat January 12-13, 2013
Ministerial Session 14-15,2013
Representative Session January 16-23, 2013

WOMEN’S NEWS

i |

North America Area Seminar

Theme: BAMBELLA- Christ is our hope

DATE: November 1-4, 2012

VENUE: Crown Plaza, Chicago- Northbrook Hotel

2875N. Milwaukee Ave, Northbrook, I1 60062

(Participants are encourage to fly into O’Hare Airport in Chicago)

To reserve room contact the Reservation agent:

Ms Sue Muller @ 847-493-6926 or e-mail smul-
ler@bayshospitality.com

Cost: USS

Single& Double: $98.79 per night

Triple $109.89

Quad $120.99

ALL ROOMS PRICES INCLUDE BREAKFAST AND TAX

REGISTRATION FEE: $150
Checks should be made payable to “World Federation of Methodist
and United Church Women of North America’ and includes lunch $
dinner. Cheques should be mailed to:
Dr. Sandra Godson
1808 Heather Hill Ct.
Flossmoor,
11 604422.

Please Note

The seminar begins with dinner on Thursday and will end by noon
on Sunday. Sunday’s lunch is not included in the registration fee.
The registration deadline is September 30, 2012. Please speak with
Rev. Joseph if you are interested. There is no limited on the number
of Women who can attend, it is open to all.

Next Year 2013

Leeward Islands Women’s Commission Meeting & Seminar in
St. Eustatius Circuit July15-22, 2013.

Caribbean Regional Seminar July, 2013 Guyana/Haiti

Offering Collected Should Be Distributed As Follows:
MCCA Women’s Lord’s Day June 24, 2012.

1/3 for the circuit work& 2/3 to the District Women’s Treasure
(Sis Maureen Rawlins

C/O Methodist Church

Black Harry Lane

Oranjestad

St. Eustatius NA

EVERY METHODIST WOMAN IS A MCCA WOMAN and
expected to make an annual contribution of $5 US

MEN’S NEWS

The District Men’s Commission & Seminar;
DATE: Monday July 9- 16, 2012

VENUE: St. Kitts Circuit
REGISTRATION: $ 150US

Each circuit is expected to send four (4) persons. The Chairman/
President of each Circuit Men’s Commission or a representative
should attend the Commission Meeting which begins on Monday
July 9- Tuesday July 10, 2012. He is expected to remain for the
Seminar which begins on Wednesday Julyll, 2012.

Registration Forms and cheques should be made pavable:
Methodist Church St. Kitts Circuit
Sent to:
Rev. Dr. Wycherly Gumbs
Wesley Methodist Manse
P.O.Box 141
Seaton Street
Basseterre, St. Kitts
Tel. 1-689-465-2391 (h)
465-2346 (0)
E-mail wycheleygumbs@yahoo.com
For more detail speak with Rev. Gesner Louis Charles
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NEWS FRLOM AND AROUND OUR CIRCUIT

MORNING DEVOTIONS SCHEDULE
“THE LIVING FAITH BROADCAST”
5:30 AM - 6:00 AM

Thursday
MARCH
01 Bro. Wendell Samuel
08 Rev. Carlwin Greenaway &

Bro. Jean Rony Seraphin
15 Bro. Charles Bellot

22 Rev. Andrine Joseph

29 Rev. Gesner Louis-Charles
APRIL

05 Rev. Otto Wade

12 Sis. Angella Joseph

19 Bro. Jean Rony Seraphin

26 Rev. Carlwin Greenaway
MAY

Rev. Andrine Joseph

Rev. Otto Wade

Rev. Gesner Louis-Charles
Bro. Jean Rony Seraphin
Bro. John Francis

Sharlene Samuel Parham
Lenroy Skepple Baxter
Boris Teague Sawcolts

PREACHERS ON NOTE:

Orbin Anderson Cassada Gardens

LOCAL PREACHER’S

LORD’S DAY
Sunday April 20, 2012

Local Preachers’ Lord’s Day throughout the MCCA will be
celebrated on Sunday April 20, 2012. On this day, all local preachers
will lead worship in our Circuit.

We are truly grateful for the ministry of our preacher. Please take a
moment and pray for each one on the list:

ACCREDITED PREACHERS

1958 Walter Lawrence Bethesda

1963 Stephanie Archibald Ebenezer

1977 Ulric Matthews Freetown

1986 Llewellyn Smith Ebenezer

1988 Ezzard Weston Parham

1990 Angella Joseph Freemansville
1996 Wendell Samuel Freetown

1998 Cicely King Cassada Gardens
1998 Hesketh Philip Gilbert Memorial

PREACHERS ON TRIAL:

Charles Bellott Ebenezer
Audrey Daley Ebenezer
John Francis Baxter

Larry Jackson Ebenezer
Eusalyn Lewis Freemansville
Ethelyn Parker Sawcolts
Junie Ruddy Freemansville

Junior Achievement Day 2012

drama

Date: Saturday, March 24, 2012

drama

Time: 9:00 a.m. To 3:00 p.m.

Theme: “Juniors: A Call to Righteousness, Justice &
Peace

Age: 12 and under

March Pass-  Devotions

Singing rama

CHURCH SCHOOL COMMISSION
4-}\}:; All Church School Superintendents, Teachers,

volunteers and members interested in the Church School
Ministry are invited to a Church School Seminar on
Sunday June 3, 2012 @ 4:30-6:30 p.m.

SCHEDULE FOR PRAYERS AT

THE CABINET MEETINGS
DATE NAME OF MINISTER TELEPHONE
6" March | Rev. Carlwin Greenaway 461-0300
13" March | Rev. Gesner Louis-Charles | 463-3202
20" March | Rev. Andrine Joseph 460-5993
27" March | Rev. Carlwin Greenaway 461-0300
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B
CALENDAR!

i CIRCUIT MEETINGS
AND SERVICES

March
Thursday 8" at 5:00 pm

Tuesday 13™ at 5:00 pm

Thursday 15™ at 5:00 pm

Wednesday 21 at 5:30 pm

Saturday 24™ at 9:00 am
Wednesday 28" at 5:30 pm
Saturday 31* at 10:00 am
Saturday 31* at 3:30 pm
April

Monday 2™ — Thursday 5"

gth _ [5th

Saturday 14™ at 10:00 am

Thursday 19™ at 5:00 pm

Saturday 21 at 10:00

Thursday 26™ at 5:30 pm

Saturday 28™ 9:00-12:00

Sunday 29™ at 4:30 pm

May
Tuesday 1* at 5:00 pm

Wednesday 2™ at 5:00 pm

Sunday 6™ — Saturday 12"

Sunday 6™ at 4:30 pm

Sunday 20"

Church School Commission
@ Church Office

Circuit Preachers’ Meeting
@ Church Office

Youth Commission Meeting
@ Church Office

Children’s Commission

Children Achievement Day
@ Scott’s Hill

Women’s Commission
@ Church Office

Men’s Commission Meeting
@ Church Office

Literature, Communication &
Training Com.

Holy Week

Youth Week (see schedule below)

Young Adults Commission
Meeting @ Church Office

Circuit Nominations Committee
@ Church Office

Organizations & Education
Com @ Church Office

Resources & Development
Com @ Church Office

Y. &Y. A. Spiritual Check-up
Retreat

Circuit Pastoral Council
@ Gilbert Memorial

Circuit Preachers’ Meeting
@ Church Office

Circuit Nominations Committee
@ Church Office

Young Adults Week (see schedule
below)

Circuit Council
(@ Barrett Memorial

Aldersgate - March of Witness
& Service

Sunday 27" Pentecost

Sunday 27™ at 4:00 pm Children’s Choir Festival

Monday 28" Circuit Youth Sports Day
Saturday 19™ Bible Pageant
@ Methodist Church Hall

Youth Week — 9" 15" April, 2012

Monday 9™ - Community Service (Visitation to Fiennes
Institute & Amazing Grace Foundation/
Church Clean-up)

Tuesday 10™ Panel Discussion- (Hugh Sherlock Hall)

Wednesday 11" Spelling Bee Competition & Bible Quiz-
(Church Hall)

Thursday 12 - Choral Speaking Competition-(Bethesda)

Friday 13™ - Gala Dinner and Evening of Fashion-

(Halcyon Cove)
Saturday 14™ Picnic-(Lorries Beach)

Sunday 15™ - Youth Rally/Award Ceremony (Ebenezer

Chapel)

Sunday 17" June — Youth & Young Adults Exchange

Young Adults Week — 6™ — 12" May, 2012

Sunday 6" at 8:00 am - Divine Worship @ Bethesda

Tuesday 8" at 7:00 pm - “Know your Church”
Competition @ Ebenezer
Wednesday 9™ - Congregational Activities
Panel Discussion

@ Freemansville

Thursday 10" at 7:00 pm -

Friday 11™ - Social/Games Night

Saturday 12™ - Community Outreach to Sick &

Shut-In
. __________________________________________________________________________________|

SCHEDULE FOR MID-WEEK

LENTEN SERVICE
DATE PREACEHR MUSICIAN
February | Rev. Carlwin Bro. Gordon
22 Greenway Edwards
February | Rev. Andrine Joseph Bro. Lenroy
29 Skepple
March 07 | Rev. Gesner Sis. Adrinne
Louis-Charles Henry
March 14 | Bro. Jean Rony Bro. Gordon
Seraphin Edwards
March 21 | Rev. Otto Wade Bro. Lenroy
Skepple
March 28 | Rev. Carlwin Sis. Adrinne
Greenaway Henry
April 04 Rev. Dr. George Bro. Gordon
Mulrain Edwards
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SCHEDULE FOR HOLY WEEK

SPECIAL OBSERVANCES

Congregations Monday Tuesday Wednesday 4™ Thursday 5
2™ 3" 730pm at 7:15 pm
7:30pm 7:30pm Holy Thursday
Ebenezer Bolans Cas. Gar. Ebenezer
Cassada Gar- Rev. A. Rev. A. Joseph | Bro. J.
dens Greenaway | Asst. by Seraphin
Bolans Asst. by O Anderson Asst. by
C. Bellot J. Francis o -
.r<D > %
[ IR
Bethesda Freetown Parham Bethesda g o g
Freetown Rev. G. Rev. A. Rev. A. [} _5: 3
Gilbert Mem. L-Charles Greenaway Joseph 5= S
Parham Asst. by Asst. by Asst. by = g g'
W.Samuel S. Samuel H. Phillip A0 »n
> 3 Q
Freemansville | Sawcolts Freemansville | Barrett 9; 2 g
Baxter Mem. Rev. A. Jo- Rev. G. Rev. A. 2 ®
Barrett Mem. [ seph L-Charles Greenaway
Sawcolts Asst. by Asst. by Asst. by
O Anderson | L. Jackson C. Bellot

2012 2013
Connexional Day of Prayer January 7 January
Covenant Lord’s Day January 1 January 6
Octave of Prayer for January 15 Begins
Christian Unity January
Ash Wednesday March 22

MCCA Men’s Lord’s Day

February 26

February 24

CASSADA GARDENS 20TH ANNIVERSARY
SERVICE OF THANKSGIVING AND PRAISE

THE CASSADA GARDENS METHODIST CHURCH
INVITES YOU TO A SERVICE OF THANKSGIVING AND
PRAISE IN CELEBRATION OF ITS 20TH ANNIVERSARY
AS THE 11TH CONGREGATION OF THE METHODIST
CHURCH IN THE ANTIGUA CIRCUIT
SUNDAY 25TH MARCH, 2012
TIME: 11: 00 A.M.

Rev’d Dr. George Mulrain,
President of the Methodist Church
in the Caribbean and the Americas

e

§a

The guest preacher will be the

Also, you are invited to celebrate with us on
Saturday 24th March, 2012
Sherlock Hall, Scotts Hill

‘s
g;;&

Contribution: EC $120.00

Time: 7:30 pm

Dress: Formal

World Day of Prayer March 2 March
Crucifixion of our Lord April 6 April
Festival of the Resurrection |April 8 April

Local Preachers’ Lord’s Day [ April 22 April
Octave Methodist Heritage May 13 May
Ascension Day May 17 May
Aldersgate Lord’s Day May 20 May
Festival of the Gift of the May 27 May

Holy Spirit

Festival of the Holy Trinity June 1 June
MCCA Women'’s Lord’s day June 24 June
Connexional Lord’s Day September 04
Connexional Christian September 23 | September
Education Lord’s Day

Ministries Month October October
MCCA youth/Young Adults November 18 | November
Lord’s Day

Advent Lord’s Day December 2 December

Festival of the nativity

December 25

December 25

Other Observances:

World Communion Day

October 7

October
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2012 2013

Caribbean Conference of November 4 November

Churches Lord’s Day

HIV/AIDS & Health December 2
Awareness

Human Rights Day December 9
Bible Lord’s Day December 2

9™ ANNUAL CHILDREN” CHOIR FESTIVAL

The 9™ annual Children’s Choir Festival will take place on
Sunday, 27" May, 2012 at the Baxter Memorial Methodist
Church at 4:00 pm. All choirs must be at the church at 3:40
pm. The theme for this year is, “Children sing and worship
their God and King”.

All choirs are invited to present two selections: one of the
selections must be the hymn assigned below and the other
selection a song of choice.

Methodist Congrega- Hymn Number

tions

Ebenezer O worship the Lord in | 9
the beauty of holiness

Sawcolts O heavenly King, 7
look down from
above

Freemansville Jesus, stand among us | 684

Cassada Gardens | Stand up and bless 685
the Lord

Bethesda Let all the world in 15
every corner sing

Parham In our work and in 871
our play

Gilbert All hail the power of | 11
Jesus name

Baxter Memorial | Round the Lord in 25
glory seated

Bolans Angel voices every 668
singing

Freetown We love the place, O | 677
God

Barret Memorial | O worship the King 8

The choir presentations will be done in two sections:
section 1. HYMNS and section 2. CHOICE PIECES. All
choirs must be uniformed. Choir members must be twelve
(12) years and below. You will be informed of the plans for
rehearsals shortly.

All congregations will be asked to contribute to the
refreshment. A request will be made for special selections:
dance, instrumental, poetry, drama. Volunteers are
welcomed.

Let us work together with God’s help to make the Chil-

dren’s Choir Festival 2012 a blessing for all our children.
cHildREN'S

TEA ON PALM SUNDAY

The Freemansville Methodist Senior Choir invites you to
Tea on Palm Sunday on 1st April, 2012 at Belleview
Estate ( Residence of Geraldine Dickinson) at 4:00 p.m. to
6:30 p. m.
Cost: $25.00 Dress: Elegant

PROCEEDS IN AID OF THE NEW CHAPEL BUILDING FUND

THE FREEMANSVILLE METHODIST SENIOR CHOIR 7
invites you to

T on Dot Sandlyy

I
I
I
I
I
[ 15t April, 2012
I
I
I
I
I

-
Belleview Estate (Residence of Geraldine Dickinson)
4:00pm to 6:30pm

Dress: Elegant |

$a500

PROCEEDS IN ATD OF THE NEW CHAPEL BUTLDING FUND

“Behold, how good
and how pleasant it is
For brethren to dwell together
in unity!.”
Psalm 133: 1

SAWCOLTS WOMEN ANNUAL TRIP
Date: FRIDAY, MAY 25-28, 2012
VENUE: MONTSERRAT
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT
S1S. GENEVA CHARLES @ 460-3953
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OUR MEMBERS WRITE

Embracing the Talents, Gifts and Graces of our members

Original compositions and other interesting and unusual pieces submitted by members

REFLECTION AND DISTRICT CONFERENCE 2012
A CALL TO ACTION

By Petra Armstrong, Freetown Congregation

“What has happened to the people called Methodists?”” This question was asked at the conclusion of a presen-
tation by Rev. Dr. Wycherly Gumbs entitled “Reclaiming our [Methodist] Heritage” at the 206"
Conference of the Leeward Islands District.

This is a perplexing question to which there seems to be no answer. Our church has a rich history of which we
should be proud — however, our present condition is a far cry from this. How did this happen?

LIDC 2012 for me served as an urgent call to action. In one of his writing, our founder expressed his confi-
dence that the Methodist Church would survive, however, his greatest fear was that it would survive as a dead
sect.

As Methodists let us make a deliberate effort to reclaim and continue to build upon our heritage; remembering
that our heritage is not limited to the hymns we sing and the liturgies that we use. Our heritage is that of
dynamism. We should not passively observe societal ills but we should be engaged in resolving them. Our
heritage is that of a ‘sent’ church; a church that meets people where they are and brings them in — not one that
casually waits for new members to come through the door. Above all, our heritage is that of close fellowship
with one another. This is our greatest responsibility; to see to the needs of our brethren — be they spiritual,
physical, or financial.

We need a paradigm shift. As a people called Methodists, it cannot be business as usual.

Twelve things
to remember

The value of time
The pleasure of working
The obligation of duty
The improvement of talent
The success of perseverance
The wisdom of economy
The virtue of patience
The influence of example
The dignity of simplicity
The power of kindness
The worth of character
The joy of originating

Who Am I?

A child of God (Romans 8:16)

Redeemed from the hand of the enemy (Psalms
107:2)

Forgiven (Colossians 1:13,14)

Saved by grace through Faith (Ephesians 2:8)
Justified (Romans 5:1)

Sanctified (1 Corinthians 6:11)

A new creature (11 Corinthians 5:17)

Partaker of his divine nature (11 Peter 1:4)
Redeemed from the curse of the law (Galatians
3:13)

. Delivered from the powers of darkness

(Colossians 1:13)

. Led by the spirit of God (Romans 8:14)
. A child of God (Romans 8:14)
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THE CHRISTIAN “IF” (by Connie Campbell)

If you can pray- and not make prayers a substitute. For action - when there’s a call for such;
If you can witness to those about you with the love and humility of the Master’s touch;
If you can meet with rejection and hatred as did our Lord while waiting on earth, And selflessly persevere in

the battle for souls to have new spiritual birth;

If you can go through trials and hardships and never murmur or complain, enabled to look up and rejoice

regardless of the suffering or pain;

If you can trust, with full assurance of divine purpose for the test, knowing all is working for God’s glory, as

well as for your best;

If you can keep you moral standards high when all about are yielding to the tempter’s

charms.

If you can trust God, and love Him supremely, resting completely in your

saviour’s arms;

If you can love your neighbour as yourself, going the second miles in time of
need, then move on as though you’d done nothing, and never breathe a word

about your deed:

If you can have a hunger for righteousness in this world of immorality and sin;
If you detest the thought of displeasing God, And your heart’s desire is purity
within; If you thirst for truth of the Holy Scriptures God’s written word for fallen
men, Yours is the Kingdom of God and all that’s in it, And - what’s more - you
have eternal life my friend! And His kingdom there shall be no end’ Luke 1:33

MEALS SCHEDULE FOR CONGREGATION 2012

MARCH April
07 Gilbert Memorial 04 Sawcolts
14 Bolans 11 Ebenezer

18 Freemansville
25 Baxter Memorial

21 Freetown
28 Cassada Gardens

May
02 Bethesda
09 Barrett Memorial
16 Gilbert Memorial
23 Bolans
30 Parham

HEALTH WATCH

MARCH IS GLAUCOMA
AWARENESS MONTH; HAVE YOU
CHECKED YOUR EYES LATELY?

» &

-

» #

Congregations

Family Sunday
Bolans Methodist-March 25, 2012 @ 10:00
Sawcolts Methodist- March 18,2012 @ 10:00

Joint Communion Service
Sunday April 29, 2012, Sawcolts Methodist @ 10:00 am

House to House Witnessing
Sunday March 25, 2012- Sawcolts Congregation

Faith Sharing Sunday
Last Sunday of each Month- Sawcolts Congregation Preachers

Special Services
Service for those 70+ Sunday June 10, 2012- Sawcolts

Music Ministry Sunday
Sunday August 29, 2012- (Hymns & Songs Choir Festival)@
Sawcolts

Fund Raising Activities

Sawcolts Women Annual Picnic Monday (Easter) April 9, 2012
@ Morris Bay

Sawcolts Methodist Annual Church Dinner Saturday June 9, 2012

SEARCHING! SEARCHING! SEARCHING!
Members with skills in: Library & Information
Management; Records Management &
Preservation, and Information Technology.
Please speak with Rev. Joseph.
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HYMNS OF OUR FAITH
What are you singing?

By: Sis. Ethelyn Parker

i g
i 4N
A lot of us like singing hymns and choruses, not only
in church but at home. Especially when we feel
stressed, oppressed or depressed. There are certain
phrases that give us hope, that help us to encourage
ourselves in the word.

Hymn # 578 in the hymn book tells — a charge to keep
I have. What is this charge that we have to keep? The
charge — our total commitment to the Lord Jesus
Christ. When we keep this charge we know we have
to glorify our heavenly Father who loved us so much
that he sent His only Son to redeem us and to die in
our place. We also have a soul that never dies which
we have to prepare to meet our heavenly Father.

We are not living in 1912 and very few who were
alive then might be alive in 2012. So each person is
called of God to serve Him in this time that we are
living, when we give out from His love in our hearts
we are serving Him. The older person down the road
needs someone at times to share the word, to converse
with, to give a hug. The young person needs an en-
couraging word. The sick person needs even a smile.
Romans 12: 6 — 12 shows us how we can serve the
present age. This is the Master’s will.

We have to live our lives according to God’s word.
Because when we meet with Him will have to give an
account of the way we spent our lives.

We all have to watch and pray. Look at everything
that we do and say and speak to the Father often. We
can be sure if we betray the charge we have, we shall
forever die. In other words we would not inherit that
eternal life that has been promised by God’s only Son,
our Lord Jesus Christ.

HYMNS FOR ALL PROFESSIONS

Dentist’s Hymn: Crown Him with many crowns...

Meteorologist’s Hymn: There shall be showers ...

Contractor’s Hymn: The Church’s one Foundation ...

Garment Maker’s Hymn: Holy, Holy, Holy ...

Golfer’s Hymn: There’s a Green Hill Far Away ...

Politician’s Hymn: Standing on the Promises...
Ophthalmologist’s Hymn: Open my eyes ...
Security Force’s Hymn: I surrender all...
Gossip’s Hymn: Tell me the Old, Old Story...
Electrician’s Hymn: Send the light...
Shopper’s Hymn: In the Sweet by and by...

Real Estate Agent’s Hymn: I’ve got a mansion...

Massage Therapist’s Hymn: He Touched me ...
Doctor’s Hymn: The Great Physician ...
Student’s Hymn: Learning to lean...

Pastor’s Hymn: Redeemed, how I love to
proclaim it...

Teachers: Hymn: The right hand of God...
Parent’s Hymn: Leave it there...

Lifeguard’s Hymn: I was sinking deep in sin...
Farmer’s Hymn: I come to the garden alone...

Police: A Charge to Keep I ...

Circuit Newsletter-March 2012

Cassada Gardens 20th Anniversary

18



To
Believing

=

Doubt to Faith
I
\_
. )

=

Doubting L

From

Doubting Thomas

P XALSS XRXTHOMAS

M

D

DUKEXCUMP I

X

QX NSVHLYEQHWLWYVY

I G N S W
BWZIRJALAQ

- WA ESTMMVL S

e

-nr“’h—...

HJ Z EWVF

QX GSSGTRDLOCKTETHD

A X FayYB I

TRVBROTOUCHETDGS

G

M

T oG uUuH

C

I
EC Z ZEOQOT

FDKZPSH

EDELWDWOQLC Z

=

S DMC £ L

O GV O0E

EEQUGNJL

R

D OFE

E

ERXEHRDDVHVTAG

RS JBY XAEQET CGXNMNS

DOUEBT

N GDBDSNOK

Cassada Gardens 20th Anniversary 19

Circuit Newsletter-March 2012



Jesus had to bear His own cross to the city gate where Simon
of Cyrene was compelled to bear it after Jesus. _
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LECTIONARY

04 MARCH, 2012
Fifth Lord’s Day before

the
Resurrection

Purple

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16
Psalm 22:23-31
Romans 4:13-25

Mark 8:31-38

Almighty God, you see that we have no power of
ourselves to help ourselves: keep us both out-
wardly in our bodies, and inwardly in our souls;
that we may be defended from all adversities
which may happen to the body, and from all evil
thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

11 MARCH, 2012

Fourth Lord’s Day be-
fore the

Resurrection

Purple

Exodus 20:1-17
Psalm 19
1 Corinthians 1:18-25
John 2:13-22

Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up
to joy but first he suffered pain, and entered not
into glory before he was crucified: mercifully
grant that we, walking in the way of the cross,
may find it none other than the way of life and
peace; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is

alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

18 MARCH, 2012

Third Lord’s Day be-
fore the

Resurrection

Purple

Numbers 21:4-9
Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22
Ephesians 2:1-10

John 3:14-21

Merciful Lord, you know our struggle to serve
you: when sin spoils our lives and overshadows
our hearts, come to our aid and turn us back to
you again; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

25 MARCH, 2012

Second Lord’s Day
before the Resurrection

Commencement of
Passiontide

Purple

Jeremiah 31:31-34
Psalm 51:1-12
Hebrews 5:5-10

John 12:20-33

Gracious Father, you gave up your Son out of
love for the world: lead us to ponder the myster-
ies of his passion, that we may know eternal
peace through the shedding of our Saviour's
blood, Jesus Christ our Lord who is alive and
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever

01 APRIL, 2012
PASSION/PALM

Purple; Red or Scarlet
as alternative for Holy
Week

Isaiah 50:4-9a
Psalm 31:9-16
Philippians 2:5-11

Mark 14:1-15:47 or Mark 15:1-39
(40-47)

Eternal God, in your tender love towards the hu-
man race you sent your Son our Saviour Jesus
Christ to take our flesh and to suffer death upon
a cross. Grant that we may follow the example of
his great humility, and share in the glory of his
resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
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Monday, 02 April,
2"Y Day of Holy Week

[Red or Purple]

Ps. 27 (MHB) 27
Jeremiah 7: 1-5;

Mark 11: 12-26

Pages 184-187 of the Methodist Prayer Book

Tuesday, 03 April
3 Day of Holy Week

[Red or Purple]

Psalm 56
Isaiah 50: 4-9:
Mark 12: 1-31

Pages 188-192 of the Methodist Prayer Book

Wed, 04 April,
4" Day of Holy Week

[Red or Purple]

Ps 40 (MHB) 31
1 Samuel 16: 1-13

Mark 14: 1-11

Pages 193-196 of the Methodist Prayer Book

Thursday, 05 April,
2012

5t Day of Holy Week

[Red or Purple]

Psalm 116 (MHB) 55
Exodus 12:1-14;
Hebrews 10: 11-25
Mark 14: 12-50

Pages 197-201 of the Methodist Prayer Book

God our Father, you have invited us to share in the
supper which your Son gave to his Church to proclaim
his death until he comes: may he nourish us by his
presence, and unite us in his love; who is alive and
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever.

Friday, 06 April, 2012

CRUCIFIXION OF OUR
LORD

Pages 202 -217 of the Methodist
Prayer Book

Almighty Father, look with mercy on this your family
for which our Lord Jesus Christ was content to be
betrayed and given up into the hands of sinners and to
suffer death upon the cross; who is alive and glorified
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever.

08 APRIL, 2012

FESTIVAL OF THE
RESURRECTION

White or Gold

Acts 10:34-43 or Exodus 15: 1-18
Te Deum MHB 2
1 Corinthians 15:1-11
John 20:1-18 or
Mark 16:1-8

God of Life, who for our redemption gave your only-
begotten Son to the death of the cross, and by his glo-
rious resurrection have delivered us from the power of
our enemy, grant us so to die daily to sin, that we may
evermore live with him in the joy of his risen life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

15 APRIL, 2012

Second Lord’s Day of
the Resurrection

White

Acts 4:32-35 or
Isaiah 12:1-6
Psalm 133
1 John 1:1-2:2
John 20:19-31 or
Matthew 28:1-10

Risen Christ, for whom no door is locked, no entrance
barred: open the doors of our hearts, that we may seek
the good of others and walk the joyful road of sacrifice
and peace, to the praise of God the Father.

22 APRIL, 2012

LOCAL PREACHERS’
LORD’S DAY

White or Gold

Jeremiah 1: 4-12
Psalm 63
Colossians 3: 18-4;6
John 4: 46-54

Almighty God, who in very age raise up your servants,
the prophets, to exalt your name and declare your pur-
pose among the nations: anoint and inspire by the Holy
Spirit, those whom you have called to preach, that they
may be both courageous and zealous in telling the good
news, and be wise in winning persons for your king-
dom; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
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29 APRIL, 2012

Fourth Lord’s Day of
the Resurrection

White or Gold

Acts 4:5-12 or
Ezekiel 34: 7-15
Psalm 23
1 John 3:16-24
John 10:11-18

Merciful Father, you gave your Son Jesus Christ to be
the good shepherd, and in his love for us to lay down
his life and rise again: keep us always under his protec-
tion, and give us grace to follow in his steps; through
Jesus Christ our Lord.

06 MAY, 2012

Fifth Lord’s day of the
Resurrection

Acts 8:26-40 or

Exodus 19: 1-11

Psalm 22:25-31
1 John 4:7-21
John 15:1-8

Risen Christ, your wounds declare your love for the
world and the wonder of your risen life: give us compas-
sion and courage to risk ourselves for those we serve,
to the glory of God the Father.

13 MAY, 2012

Sixth Lord’s day of the
Resurrection

Beginning of the

OCTAVE OF
METHODIST HERITAGE

Acts 10:44-48
Psalm 98

1 John 5:1-6

John 15:9-17

God our redeemer, you have delivered us from the
power of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of
your Son: grant, that as by his death he has recalled us
to life, so by his continual presence in us he may raise
us to eternal joy; through Jesus Christ your Son our
Lord.

(2) MOTHERS' DAY

1 Samuel 1: 20-28
Psalm 34
Colossians 3: 12-17

John 19: 25-27

God of compassion, whose Son Jesus Christ, the child of
Mary, shared the life of a home in Nazareth: strengthen
us each day, that in joy and sorrow we may know your
presence; through Jesus Christ our lord.

20 MAY ALDERSGATE
LORD’S DAY

End of the

OCTAVE OF METHOD-
IST HERITAGE

White

Isaiah 12:1-6
Psalm 130
2 Peter 1:1-11
Luke 10: 1-12, 17-20

Almighty God, you raised up your servants, John and
Charles Wesley, to proclaim anew the gift of redemption
and the life of holiness. Pour out your Spirit and revive
your work among us; that inspired by the same faith,
and upheld by the same grace in word and sacrament,
we and all your children may be made one in the unity
of your Church on earth, even as we are made one in
you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

27 MAY, 2012

FESTIVAL OF THE GIFT
OF THE HOY SPIRIT

Pentecost

Red

Acts 2:1-21 or
Joel 2: 23-29
Te Deum (MHB) 2
Romans 8:22-27

John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15

God, who as at this time taught the hearts of your faith-
ful people by sending to them the light of your Holy
Spirit: grant us by the same Spirit to have a right
judgement in all things and evermore to rejoice in his
holy comfort; through the merits of Christ Jesus our
Saviour, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
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